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Super family

The earliest name known to the Australian Supers was Shmuel, the father of Rabbi Yitskhak-
Yaakov. He and his wife Khaya-Minna lived in the small town of Korsovka now called Karsava, in
Latvia. Since Yitskhak Yaakov had left his parents' home in Korsovka at the age of twenty-one
and settled in England, he had little opportunity to hear from his father information about his
family's origins.

One earlier generation of the Australian and English branch was available, derived from the
Korsovka tombstone inscription of Shmuel Super, Yitskhak-Yaakov's father. The Hebrew names
appearing on a tombstone also include the father's name, it was established that Shmuel's

fther was called Yosef-Yehoash
R e

Rabbi Arthur-Saul Super (Avraham-Shaul) told of an oral tradition that his ancestors had been
Soferim (scribes) for many generations. This was in fact the origin of their surname, Super being
a Russian corruption of the term Sofer, or it's Aramaic version Safra, being the usual designation
of the official town scribe: “Safra Demata'.

In a letter (in Hebrew) written in 1960 Yitskhak-Yaakov Super answers his son Rabbi Dr. Arthur
Saul Super, then living in South Africa, who asks him about the relationships among the family
Arthur met in South Africa. Yitskhak Yaakov explains that he left his home town as a young
teenager in order to study and then worked as a Shokhet in a number of towns until he left Latvia
aged twenty-one:

“It is nearly fifty-nine years since | left Korsovka and how can | remember the Supers, but you can
tell them that all the family who you met or who you will meet are not only relatives, but are flesh
and blood to us. About Mr. Benjamin who is close to seventy three years old, if his name in
Hebrew is Benyamin son of Reb Shmuel Sholem, he would be our second cousin.”

One of the tombstones photographed in Korsovja correlates with Rabbi Yitskhak Yaakov Super’s
reference to relatives in the letter above:



The man Shmuel Sholem
Son of Reb Moshe Simkha Super
Died 10" Tevet, 5688 [1927]

These names appear in various Latvian census records: “Shmuel son of Moshe” Super, born
1846 (lived in Korsovka) appears in a list of people living in 1889 in the rural areas of Lutzin
district. This lists states that Shmuel Moshev (son of Moshe) came from Lutzin to Korsovka in
1877. His father Moshe son of Yitskhak born 1829 in Lutzin, moved to Korsovka in 1876.
Shmuel’'s son Benyamin Yitskhak, born 1873, appears in the 1897 census in Korsovka. It appears
that “Mr. Benjamin Super” referred to in Rabbi Super’s letter to his son Arthur, as “Benyamin son
of Shmuel-Sholem” was the son of Shmuel-Sholem whose tombstone appears above. Since
Rabbi Super states that the relationship was of second cousins, it can be established that
Benyamin Super’s grandfather Moshe-Simkha was a brother of Rabbi Yitskhak-Yaakov's
grandfather Yosef-Yehoash Super. Thus Rabbi Yitskhak-Yaakov’s great-grandfather was
Yitskhak Super, one of the four family heads who lived in Lutzin in the early nineteenth century:
Shmuel, Yitskhak, Kivka and Leib Super. Three of these were found by Feigmanis in Magistrate
records of Lutzin in the year 1837:

“February 3, 1837 citizens of Lutzin who trade in alcoholic drinks deposed the plaint to the city
council of Lyutzin, where they complained of the abuses in taxation of the tax official Glinka.
Among the names of the alcohol tradesmen mentioned were Shmuila Super, Leiba Super and
Itzik Super”*

When the political changes in the former Soviet Union led to the dissolution of that Union,
archives were opened to the public and much material about Jewish families was found. A Jewish
researcher living in Riga, Aleksanders Feigmanis, found a treasure of documents, in particular the
“Revizsky Skaza” (Revision Lists, meaning census) for the years 1874 and 1897 for the town of
Lutzin and the list from 1897 for Korsovka. Many family groups including several hundred
members of the Super family appeared, allowing the compilation of the family tree.

! Latvian State Historical Archive, Riga. Reference 755-1-370-142. Extracted by Aleksanders
Feigmanis, Riga, Latvia, 1997



Here is interred
Our father the .............
An honourable man
The dear, our teacher and Rabbi
Reb Yaakov Yehoash
Son of Reb Shmuel
Super

A list from 1863 of merchants in the towns of Vitebsk Province includes in Lutzin “Leibe Super”,
without a patronymic.

BBAOMOCTH

0 mxzo x 3aBoxaxs mo Burre rybepuin
- » 1863 1.,
TAS HAXOAHTCH H KONY | Cyaus way- | | T4 HAXOARTCA K KOMY | Crune seuy-
omaro vowmary
NPHHAMEIKHTS. axnns, TIPHHAMENHT . axmas,
T U e [ 7 T e,
nsonapennuie aunozu. Bs 1. Aunabyprn: |
By topodn. Hese.n:
topodn Hese [Rynny @pussanzy . . ’ 2,001 18
Maiopy Pasumaxony . . . . — [ Typewmsy. D10 1301 68
rmm.-, Mo © . ) © UWaonepy. .| .| 810 —
B 1. Topooen: B ymao :
Eyuuy Pasunomuuy. . . . | 703 80
» Tuparuncony . . | 504 —
By v, Hosomenn:
> Xewny Pamsepy. | o
> Iles Iy b 413} 56

.
Tox.” Iocxey Peyir
P .

Tox. Axsxy Pe:

o~ »Hy"l’l;-'siui Lin ]
o aw. Ko
ilou: T eera | iosenspenio

| 6 . xipy  Byhwn.
By 1. dpucen. o faras. | 1) %
u. Tancinny]
il v
Bocesoen: ||
[Kynny Buexs Tpiycy .. | 59871,
" Toceso Tovapenny| 107 pe
By 1. ounn: 3
[Eynuy Mosars Maensu. 32l s I 2
»  Bopyx v 1sefes ff ¢
B RS |}
B8 ymaom: l -

[Mox. Yanwosexoh, wa we| wapoesesga-
e

Yosef-Yehoash's son “Shmuel Yoselov” (son of Yosef) appears in the 1897 Korsovka census:



1837, XARSAVA
Ir Korsovka in the house of Shmuilia Super lived:
1) Super Shmul Josselev, 42, born and veg. in Lyutzin, literate ir Hebrew,
butschar-master
V 2) wige Super  Haya-Mina Abramova, 43; born and reg. in Lyutzin, literate
in Hebrew, at husband.
3) son Selick Morduch, 20, bornm in Lyutsin, literate, ‘learned at houge
' © 4 butscher,
e ——— — — = —
4) son Jossel, 13, literate in Hebrew,

5} son Hatskel, 11, born in Karsava, illiterate
£ som Srol, o, i12it.
7} 4. Hassya, 5, i11it &) servante Suchbokova Shula, 17 & Jelena Gusare

14 v. o.
Feigmanis’ translation of the original Russian census in Korsovka in 1897.

Yitskhak-Yaakov Super does not appear among the children of Shmuel, either because he was
away from home studying, or because he was liable for military service as the second born son.

From the available evidence is seems that Yosef-Yehoash was a son of Yitskhak Super, one of
the three alcohol traders mentioned in the 1837 litigation in Lutzin. My reason is based on the
naming patterns. My wife’s grandfather Rabbi Yitskhak-Yaakov Super was given the name
Yaakov after his maternal great-grandfather Yaakov Dobrin. It seems likely that the name
Yitskhak was given to him after his paternal great-grandfather Yitskhak Super.

Yosef Yehoash has been located in the records of Lutzin

ADD LUDZA BIRTH RECORD OF SON TO YOSEF ITSKOVICH
SUPER

Thus confirming that he was a son of Yitskhak Super.

In 2003 Aleksanders Feigmanis took about three hundred photographs of the now accessible
tombstones in the Jewish cemetery of Korsovka. There are large areas covered in weeds that
may hide other family tombstones.

One of the tombstones, that of Yankel Heibish Super, is shown above. The Ohel (mausoleum) of
Shmuel, the son of Yosef-Yehoash Super still stands but the tablet inscribed with the name has
been removed, perhaps by the locals in this village where there are no longer any Jews or
perhaps during the Nazi invasion in 1941 when nearly all the Jews were killed. Fortunately most
of the cemetery survived.
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Korsovka, 2003 Korsovka, 1929 with Khatzkel Super
Photographed by Feigmanis

A key source for the early nineteenth century relationships of the Supers is the census recorded
in 1816. This is held by the Belarus State Historical Archive in Minsk. This anomaly is due to the
political border changes whereby Lutzin was located in Vitebsk Province under Tsarist
government, which province is now part of Belarus. Therefore some records for Lutzin (now
Ludza) are held in Riga and some in Minsk.

The following are the key entries. See also attached chart and full family tree.

1816 census:
Fond 2640-1-617-55-55
Family number 28.

Shmuel Gevushevich* Super aged 31 in 1811; 35in 1816.

Shmuel Gevushevich’s sons:

Itsik aged 9 in 1811; 13 in 1816.

Mark aged 2 in 1811, died in 1813.

Leib newborn in 1811; aged 3 in 1816.

Shmuel’'s son-in-law Yankel Kufman Sholomovich, absentin 1811, 18 in 1816.
Shmuel Gevushevich’s wife Brokha aged 35 in 1816.

Itsik Shmuelovich’s wife Fruma aged 17 in 1816.

Yankel Kufman'’s wife Paika aged 18 in 1816.

*Shmuel’s patronymic Gevushevich is the Russification of the Yiddish name Heibish, equivalent
to the Hebrew name Yehoash.

1834 census
Fond 2640-1-617-155-156
Family number 58

Shmuel Gevushevich Super aged 35 in 1816, 53 in 1834.

From Shmuel Gevushevich’s first wife, sons:

1. Itsik aged 13 in 1816; separated to family number 59 in 1834 list.
2. Mordkha not written in 1816, moved to family number 259 in 1826.
3. Leib aged 4 in 1816; 20 in 1834.

From Shmuel's second wife [Elka from latter sources sons:
Yankel newborn in 1834; 3 in 1834.
Shmuel’'s son-in-law Kifka Sholomovich 18 in 1816, moved to family number 259 in 1824.

Family number 59:
Itsik Shmuelovich Super previously family number 58.



Aged 31 in 1834.

Itsik’s son Mordukh newborn in 1816; 14 in 1834.

Itsik’s second son Livsha [should be Moshe] Simkha aged 5 in 1834.
Itsik’s wife Fruma aged 32 in 1834.

Mordukh'’s wife Touba aged 16 in 1834.

Since Shmuel's son Tuviah (Gutta) and Itsik's son Yosef-Yehoash do not appear in the 1834
census, they must have been born after this date.

From the above it can be seen that the head of the family in 1816 was Shmuel Super, born 1781.
His father’s name was “Gevush” or Heibish/Yehoash, born probably about 1760.



Super Family of Lutzin (now Ludza), Latvia

Archival lists 1811, 1816, 1834, 1874, 1897 (National Historical Archive of Belarus)
and research by Aleksanders Feigmanis, Riga, Latvia.

Yehoash

(Heibish, Gevush)
Bomn about 1760. Residence unknown

Y wife Shmuel 1™ wile
Elka b. 1781 @ Brokha
b. 1794 Lived in Lutzin b. 1781
[ [ | |
Yitskhak Fruma Mark Leib Mordekhai
(Itsik) b. 1802 1809-1813 b. 1813 b. 1810
b. 1803
| Shalom snrname nnclear |
|
Payka Yankel-Kofman Tuviah
b.1798 (Kifka) (Tevel)
Lli 1798 1835-1941
Yaakov-Yehoash Tuviah Yosef- Yisrael-Yaakov
(Yankel- (Gutta) Yehoash 1867-1940
Heibish) b. after b.after 1834
b. 1831 1834
Naftali Reizel-Miriam Moshe Shmuel Aharon-Simkha
Falkov| 1862-1941 1855-1928 (Eric)
Shmuel Lena Shmuel Yitskhak-Yaakov
Heyman (Sam) 1881-1961
1888-1976
i l
Phill
P Nakhum
(Newton)
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